
 

 

ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MINUTES OF THE VESTRY 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 
 

In Attendance: Father Michael Fincher, Colleen Ahland, Carol Bernstein, Caryn Cobb, Fred 
Cornett, Beth Eldon, Holly Graham, Alice O’Keefe, Cheryl Rodi 

 
1. Call to Order 18:33 by Fr. Michael 

 
2. Opening Prayer – Colleen Ahland 

 
3. Approval of Minutes (7/15/26)  Motion to approve minutes of the July 15 meeting.  M/S 

Alice/Cheryl; Approved 
 

4. Follow-Up from Previous Meeting 
a. Church HVAC system – It’s working!  Special thanks to John Mora for shepherding 

the project.  Still awaiting the city inspection, which should happen tomorrow 
(9/17/26).  To keep the whole church cool, we may need to adjust settings; still 
fine-tuning. 

b. Turf conversion project – It’s basically done.  Michelle is working with the city to 
schedule an inspection.  Then city will send rebate to pay for it.  Bemus 
(contractor) is still fine tuning the water lines and testing irrigation system.  They 
will do weekly maintenance for first 3 months, then responsibilities switch over to 
Green Touch, our gardening service.  Question: why didn’t they put down a weed 
barrier?  Along Oakbrook grass is growing.  

 
5. Rector’s Report –  

a. Vacation was good, with a few incidents.   
b. We have new nursery worker, Chan Ng, who is a CSULB student working on her 

music education teaching credential.  
c.  Patronal Feast and Welcome Back celebration went well, but ministry fair needed 

to be more visible, harder to miss. We’ll work on improving that.   
d. Pastoral concerns: Patrick still has medical challenges – his daughter should be 

moving in with him in a few weeks.  Darlene is holding her own, Linda Elliot has 
had complications from knee surgery, but has a positive attitude.  Kathy Gupton is 
in the hospital with West Nile Virus – intubated, and unresponsive. Fr. will 
administer last rites on Friday. 

 
6. Old Business (none) 

 
7. New Business 

a. Filling of Vestry vacancy – need to fill Abby’s vacancy, per parish by-laws.  Vestry 
makes nominations.  Kimberley Bouzguenda and David Luebben-Morrill were 
nominated because they were on the ballot last February.  Though term will expire 
in February when Abby’s term will be up, they may run for a full term at next 
annual meeting.  Kimberly received a majority of votes in a secret ballot election.  
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b. Replacement of outdoor carpeting. This has been completed to be ready for 
Bishop’s visit on Saturday.  Total cost $5,677.58 plus probably ~$500 to cover 
some needed cement repairs. Motion to approve necessary funds for the carpet 
replacement project.  M/S Beth/Holly; Approved. Funds will come from capital 
fund.   

 
8. Committee Reports 

a. Finance and Stewardship – Alice O’Keefe.  
i. Financial report for August  Alice O’Keefe 

$10,704 budget deficit.  Income $24,000 below budget.  Still have $24,000 
to pay on HVAC once city approves. Expect cash flow to equalize as move 
towards end of year and some outstanding pledges are met.  Move to 
approve August Budget M/S Carol/Caryn; Approved. 

ii. 2025 Audit Report  Fr. Michael  
Move to approve the 2025 Parish Audit Report. M/S Beth/Cheryl; 
Approved.   

iii. Stewardship program – Holly Graham   
Program will kick off on October 11.  Plan a 5 to 6 week campaign.  Father 
and Holly will review this year’s program in preparation for its launch.   

b. Buildings and Grounds – Fred Cornett  

 Still working on installing new vents in church.  Will work on it tomorrow 
through Saturday.   

 Janitors’ closet finished, just reinstalling contents.   

 Handle on toilet in parish hall will be replaced.   

 Will strip and repaint door between church and choir room.   

 John Mora will coordinate with the AC contractor – AC for classroom wing 
is not working properly.   

 Also installing wire mesh for gates is in progress. 
c. Outreach – Cheryl Rodi –  

August has been a good month.  Collection of pet supplies for the animal shelter is 
going slowly but will pick up.  The next project will be holiday cards for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.   

d. Parish Life – Beth Eldon –  
Should a ministry fair be an annual event?  Maybe not on welcome home 
Sunday/Patronal Feast.  Or during lunch have a series of 5 min talks?   
We’re still in a busy section of the calendar with many upcoming celebrations.   

e. Ad Hoc Committee on the Unhoused – Beth Eldon 
Committee will be holding a meeting on October 11th to discuss results of fact-
finding and to draft a proposal for the vestry.  

f. Gifts & Talents Survey – Fr. Michael.   
Still busy.  Not fallen off list.   

g. Parish Organizations –  

 Supper club chugging along smoothly.  Not meet in September but will be 
one in October. Third Saturday of month at 5pm.   

 Receivable treasurers would like to recruit new counters.  Will require a 
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background check.  Fingerprint, criminal, LiveScan, run through the 
diocese.  

 We need to have a self-audit process to certify to the diocese that we’re in 
compliance with Safe Church requirements (that all members requiring 
Safe Church training have completed it).   

9. Other (none) 
 

10. Closing Prayer – Colleen Ahland 
 

11. Motion to adjourn.  M/S Alice/Fred; Approved.  Meeting adjourned at 20:10. 
 
 

Next Meeting = October 21, 2026 
Prayers = Caryn Cobb 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Eldon, Clerk 



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

RECTOR’S REPORT TO VESTRY  
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 

 
Regular activities include preparing for and presiding at Thursday and Sunday worship services; 
preparing and preaching weekly sermons; administrative oversight of parish operations; 
counseling sessions; and pastoral visits. 
 
Significant activities and events since our July 15th Vestry meeting include: 
 

7/18  Supper Club 

7/25  Program Group on Ecumenical & Interreligious Life meeting (Zoom) 

8/1  Feed My Lambs 

8/8  Men’s Breakfast with St. Thomas of Canterbury 

8/15  Supper Club 

9/8  Deanery 8 Clericus at St. Cross, Hermosa Beach 

9/12  Men’s Breakfast with St. Thomas of Canterbury 

 

 

Joys and Celebrations 

 Vacation time 

 Hiring of Chan Ng for Nursery 

 Welcome Back Sunday 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

 Patrick McDonough 

 Darlene Feit-Pretzer 

 Linda Elliott 

 Kathy Gupton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VACATION TIME – 2026 

    
Vacation Taken    

    

Date Range Weekdays Sundays Total Days 

June 21 – July 3 7 2 9 

August 18 – August 30 8 2 10 

 15 4 19 

    

Vacation Time Allocation    
Annual Allocation 18 5 23 

Carry-over from 2025 5 1 6 

Total Allowed 23 6 29 

    
Time Remaining  8 2 10 
 
Planned Vacation Time 
    August 18 – August 30 

 
   

 
   

CONTINUING EDUCATION TIME – 2026 

Date Range     Total Days 

    

    

Total Time Used   --  

Annual Allocation 10 

Time Remaining   0 
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