
ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MINUTES 
JULY 15, 2026 

 
In Attendance: Father Michael Fincher, Carol Bernstein, Caryn Cobb, Beth Eldon, Alice O’Keefe, 

Cheryl Rodi 
Absent: Colleen Ahland, Fred Cornett, Holly Graham 
 

1. Call to Order 18:41 
 
2. Opening Prayer – Father Michael 
 
3. Approval of Minutes (6/17/26) Motion to approve minutes of the June 17 meeting. M/S 

Alice/Carol; Approved. 
 
4. Follow-Up from Previous Meeting – none. 
 
5. Rector’s Report 

a.  Groundlings Day Camp three days last week. 
b.  Luncheon with Presiding Bishop and diocesan clergy in advance of the Consecration of 

Antonio Gallardo as the 8th Bishop of the Diocese. Consecration was a joyful bilingual 
service celebrating the Holy Spirit and the vitality of the Diocese.  

c.  Vacation – took two weeks in June and will take the remaining time the last two 
weeks of August (Aug 17 – 30 or so, depending on family situations). Father Gary will 
fill in. Fr. Mark, perhaps, if need extend for family pastoral situation. 

 
6. Old Business 

a. Church Air Conditioner – installation starts this coming Monday . Have $84K check to 
give to the contractor on Monday. Still have $24K at completion.  

b. Turf Conversion Proposal -- Still making progress with city. Goal of Mid/Late 
September for completion.  

 
7. New Business – none. 
 
8. Committee Reports 

a. Finance and Stewardship – Alice O’Keefe -- Income down; plate offerings down, 
some of which is expected during the summer. Still have income from the cell tower, 
school, LA county June primary and (anticipated) November elections. Not yet cause 
for concern. Expenses under budget for YTD. Maintenance at budget YTD. Motion to 
approve June financial report M/S Beth/Cheryl; Approved.  

• Parish Audit – 2025 audit is still in progress. Diocese Self-Audit program is 
being offered Saturday, July 25; Tamera and Alice will be attending. 

• HVAC funds – HVAC fund has received $40,300 so far, nearly one third of the 
cost. 
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b. Buildings and Grounds – Fred Cornett – In Fred’s absence Father reported progress on 
janitor’s closet, with plans for work on HVAC ducts in the church. 

c. Outreach – Cheryl Rodi – Backpack and school supply drive underway. Have 8 filled 
backpacks, 5 empty, and assorted supplies, as well as have received $500. Last year 
provided 22 backpacks. Runs through July 26. Father will contribute from his 
discretionary fund. Next event Pet food and supplies from animal shelter through feast 
of St. Francis.  

d. Parish Life – Beth Eldon -- Lots of activities in September & October.  

 Sunday, September 13th is the parish picnic/welcome back/Ministry Faire.  

 Saturday September 19th we are hosting the Deanery 8 luncheon with Bishop 
Antonio Gallardo.  

 D. VanWinkle funeral in September. A Friday?  

 Sunday, October 4th Bishop Brookhart will be here to confirm and baptize.  

 Saturday, October 10th will be Gloria Neal’s funeral.  

 Tuesday, October 13th Father is hosting the Deanery 8 Clericus luncheon  
e. Ad Hoc Committee on the Unhoused – Beth Eldon – Getting committee together 

follow up on resources.  
f. Gifts & Talents Survey – Moving up on Father’s priority list.  
g. Parish Organizations – Given the activities already scheduled in September, there will 

be no Supper Club. However, on Saturday July 18th the Supper Club will be meeting in 
the Fireside Room.   

 
9. Other Business –  

a. Parish compliance with Diocesan Safe Church Training – Father emailed all Vestry 
members (as well as those involved in other designated ministries), and we received 
emails from Praesidium Academy. We need to complete all necessary modules by 
early September.  

b. There will be no vestry meeting in August.  
 

10. Closing Prayer – Fr. Michael  
 

11. Motion to adjourn M/S Alice/Cheryl; Approved. Meeting adjourned at 19:40.  
 
 

Next Meeting = September 16, 2026 
Prayers = Colleen Ahland 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Eldon 



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

RECTOR’S REPORT TO VESTRY  
JULY 15, 2026 

 
Regular activities include preparing for and presiding at Thursday and Sunday worship services; 
preparing and preaching weekly sermons; administrative oversight of parish operations; 
counseling sessions; and pastoral visits. 
 
Significant activities and events since our June 17th Vestry meeting include: 
 

6/20  Supper Club 

7/6 – 7/8  Groundlings Day Camp Bible Lessons 

7/10  Clergy Lunch with Presiding Bishop 

7/11 Ordination and Consecration of Antonio Gallardo as the Eighth Bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 

 

Joys and Celebrations 

 Having a little time away on vacation 

 Consecration of Bishop Gallardo  

 

Pastoral Concerns 

 Patrick McDonough 

 Darlene Feit-Pretzer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VACATION TIME – 2026 

    
Vacation Taken    

    

Date Range Weekdays Sundays Total Days 

June 21 – July 3 7 2 9 

    

 7 2 9 

    

Vacation Time Allocation    
Annual Allocation 18 5 23 

Carry-over from 2025 5 1 6 

Total Allowed 23 6 29 

    
Time Remaining  16 4 20 
 
Planned Vacation Time 
    August 18 – August 30 

 
   

 
   

CONTINUING EDUCATION TIME – 2026 

Date Range     Total Days 

    

    

Total Time Used   --  

Annual Allocation 10 

Time Remaining   0 
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