
 

 

ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MINUTES 
MAY 20, 2026 

 

In Attendance: Father Michael Fincher, Carol Bernstein, Caryn Cobb, Beth Eldon, Holly Graham, 

Abby Koerkenmeier, Alice O’Keefe, Cheryl Rodi 

Absent:   Colleen Ahland, Fred Cornett 

 

1. Call to Order 18:39 

 

2. Opening Prayer – Holly Graham 

 

3. Approval of Minutes (4/15/26) Motion to approve/Second Alice/Holly; approved 

 

4. Follow-Up from Previous Meeting – None 

 

5. Rector’s Report 

a. Maple Village School – met with diocesan CFO (Susan Stanton) to discuss license 

agreement for school. Our original agreement was for one year. Diocese now has new 

language, which Father has forwarded to the school. Once they agree it will be for a 

five year term.  

b. Clergy Conference – attended annual clergy conference May 4—6. Had good 

presentation on Sacred Resistance.  

c. Safe Church Compliance – Father is working on getting our congregation into 

compliance with the Safe Church program for the Diocese. Supposed to update every 

3 years, so most of us are out of compliance. Father will assemble list of who needs 

which training, and get information distributed.  

 

6. Old Business 

a. Church Air Conditioner – news today! The City of LB has approved the project. 

Equipment will be ordered, which should take two weeks to arrive. Work would then 

begin. Project could be completed by mid-to late-June. This new system will be far 

more energy efficient than our current system. Donations have been received for 

$35,838.44, so we have about 30% of total cost. Several others have indicated to 

Father an intent to contribute. 

b. Turf Conversion Proposal -- Michelle McDuffie presented her proposal for the turf 

conversion program. She has set an Oct 15 deadline for completion.  

• Long Beach requires low water use plants or California natives. The watering 

drip irrigation system will have quick coupler connections for hoses to help 

deter unauthorized use and reduce overall water usage. (Carpet roses are low 

maintenance and low water.)  

• Her plan establishes a low water, symmetric, esthetically pleasing/visually 
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interesting front of church along Willow. 

• Labyrinth for area by cell tower is planned with stones and prickly plants to 

discourage camping.  

• Also proposes more interesting plantings in area near kitchen entrance.  

• Michelle will revise the plan with some changes to plant pallet and stone on 

proposed paths. She will run a budget to see whether we’ll have money to 

infill the plantings along the chain link fence bordering parking the parking 

lot, and perhaps in the raised bed at the Willow/Oakbrook corner.  

 

7. New Business – None  

 

8. Committee Reports 

a. Finance and Stewardship – Alice O’Keefe – Operating costs breaking even, and 

income ahead of budget, so finances are solid. Salaries are currently below budget but 

will normalize now that David is on staff. Music is over budget, but summer should 

have reduced expenses.  Motion to approve financial report/second Cheryl/Abby; 

approved.  

• Annual Audit – The diocese is working to create a consistent reporting 

procedure for parishes that carry out self-audits. They are developing a 

fillable PDF, which will likely be available in 2027. Abby and the audit team 

are nearly finished with the 2025 audit, with a few questions outstanding. 

Abby starts new job in Florida on June 12. 

• Insurance – Also, some changes to insurance policies are in the offing.   

b. Buildings and Grounds – Father Michael 

• Gates – Father has been discussing with John and Fred modifications to our 

gates as alternatives to our plexiglass and chains. They propose a metal mesh 

to be welded to the existing frames. The cost for parts is $1696, and Fred and 

John will install. This will eliminate the need for the chains! Move to approve 

the acquisition of materials/second Beth/Alice; approved.  

• Outdoor Carpets – Holly pointed out that the carpet mats at the entrance to 

the church and parish hall are old, stained, smelly, and not particularly 

welcoming. Building and grounds will check into replacing them, and in the 

meantime will look into cleaning and deodorizing them. 

c. Outreach – Cheryl Rodi -- Feminine hygiene drive completed. Good response. Next 

drive will be June with the school backpack drive along with opportunity to support 

educational programs at the LB Rescue Mission; then pet drive in fall. 

d. Parish Life – Beth Eldon 

• Parish Picnic – No parish picnic in June, rather September 13th (single service) 

combined with welcome back luncheon celebration and ministry faire. 

• Events for New Bishop – The Diocese is having a series of events in each 

deanery to welcome Bishop Antonio. St. Gregory’s will host the Deanery 8 

luncheon event on Saturday, September 19.  

• Episcopal Visitation – October 4th Bishop Bruckhart, retired bishop of 
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Montana will be here to confirm Carrick Ahland, and then parish luncheon 

(without Diane) 

• Deanery 8 Clericus – Tuesday October 13, Father is hosting the Deanery 8 

clergy luncheon. 

• Preparation for Events – We may need to schedule extra cleaning in 

preparation for these events.  

e. Ad Hoc Committee on the Unhoused – Beth Eldon – Report of Town Hall. Next steps 

are to gather more information, including talking to St. Joseph RCC, Los Altos UMC. We 

need to develop questions to bring to partners (LBPD, LBMSC, Councilman Daryl 

Supernaw), gather information, discuss and develop a proposal, present it to the Vestry 

for comments, and then present it to the congregation.  

f. Gifts & Talents Survey – work in progress.  

g. Parish Organizations 

• Supper Club – Supper Club met May 16. Next will be 3rd Saturday in June. 

Need to do a better job of advertising / handing out invitations. Perhaps need 

to develop guidelines for host responsibilities e.g. first and second Sunday 

bulletin announcements, flyers. Also, check the calendar, and decide whether 

some months may not be appropriate for supper clubs. Who can help Julie 

Robinson, the supper club coordinator? 

 

9. Other Business – Thank you Abby!!! Senior Warden, finance committee, audit procedures, 

and LEM. We will all miss her presence. She is keeping e-mail address and phone number, so 

no excuse for not keeping in touch. 

 

10. Closing Prayer – Holly Graham  

 

11. Motion to Adjourn/Second – Alice/Carol; approved. 20:50. 

 

Next Meeting = June 17, 2026 

Prayers = Alice O’Keefe 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Eldon 
 



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

RECTOR’S REPORT TO VESTRY  
MAY 20, 2026 

 
Regular activities include preparing for and presiding at Thursday and Sunday worship services; 
preparing and preaching weekly sermons; administrative oversight of parish operations; 
counseling sessions; and pastoral visits. 
 
Significant activities and events since our April 15th Vestry meeting include: 
 

4/18  Supper Club 

4/19  Town Hall Meeting on Issues Concerning the Unhoused 

4/21  Madres & Padres meeting in Studio City 

4/29 Zoom meeting with The Rev. Susan Stanton (CFP, Diocese of Los Angeles) re: 
need to update license agreement for Maple Village School 

5/4 – 5/6  Annual Clergy Conference in Riverside 

5/9  Men’s Breakfast with St. Thomas of Canterbury 

5/16  Supper Club 

 

Joys and Celebrations 

 Clergy Conference and presentations on Sacred Resistance  

 Able to resume a more normal workload post-Easter 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

 Patrick McDonough 

 Darlene Feit-Pretzer 

 Gloria Neal – hospice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VACATION TIME – 2026 

    
Vacation Time Allocation    
Annual Allocation 18 5 23 

Carry-over from 2025 5 1 6 

Total Allowed 23 6 29 

    
Time Remaining  23 6 29 

    

 
 
   

 
   

CONTINUING EDUCATION TIME – 2026 

    
Date Range     Total Days 

    

    

Total Time Used   --  

Annual Allocation 10 

Time Remaining 0 
 
      



April 2026 Year to Date Financial Recap 
 
Year to Date Budget Surplus     $4,849 
   
Made up of: 
 Income over budget         $1,283 
 Expenses under budget            $1,600 
 Anticipated budget Surplus          1,967 
                    $4,849 
 
Income Review April income was $7,528 under budget. Income is $1,283 over budget for 

the first four months of 2026. 
 
Expense Review 
 
Salaries Salaries were under budget for April and under budget YTD. We operated 

without a Parish Administrator for the first two months of the year. The 
position was filled in March. 

 
Administration Administration expenses slightly over budget in April and under budget for 

the first quarter YTD.   
 
Insurance Insurance costs were right budget for April and at budget YTD. 
 
Worship/Parish Life Music expenses are over budget for the YTD which is expected to 

continue for the first half of the year.  Reduced music expenses during the 
summer months will offset these higher costs.  

 
Christian Ed No expenses for the month. 
 
Maintenance Maintenance expenses in April were over budget and are $5,799 over 

budget for the first four months of the year. Utilities are under budget for 
April and are under budget YTD.                                                  
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ST GREGORY'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
KEY DATES FOR TURF REMOVAL REBATE PROGRAM

May 20, 2026 - Vestry Meeting - Initial review and discussion of the Landscape Design

Week of May 25th - Schedule a follow up meeting to review revisions

June 2, 2026 - Deadline to submit landscape design to the Lawn to Garden program 

October 15, 2026 -  Tentative deadline to complete landscape renovation 

Areas for Turf Removal Areas for Spray-to-Drip



ST GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
TURF CONVERSION DESIGN  

Disclaimer: Plants shown at maturity and in bloom. The purpose of this rendering is to illustrate work Bemus Landscape, Inc. proposes to perform. It is not intended for any other use. 
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PLANT GALLERYSt. Gregory's Episcopal Church | 

Bemus Landscape, Inc.

Carissa macrocarpa 'Green Carpet'
Green Carpet Natal Plum

Cordyline baueri
Bauer's Dracaena

Crassula ovata
Jade Plant

Dianella tasmanica 'Variegata'
Variegated Tasmanian Flax Lily

Dietes vegeta
Fortnight Iris

Dymondia margaretae
Dymondia, Rock Ditty

Liriope muscari
Blue Lily Turf

Liriope muscari 'Silvery Sunproof'
Silvery Sunproof Lilyturf

Liriope spicata 'Silver Dragon'
Silver Dragon Lilyturf

Olea europaea 'Fruitless Multi-trunk'
 Fruitless Olive Multi-trunk

Phormium tenax 'Atropurpureum'
New Zealand Flax, Purple

Romneya coulteri
Matilija Poppy

Rosa 'Brandy'
Brandy Hybrid Tea Rose

Rosa floribunda 'Powerpuff'
Powerpuff Rose

Rosa Flower Carpet Amber
Yellow Carpet Rose

Rosa Flower Carpet Apple Blossom
Apple Blossom Carpet Rose

https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=218120&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=111&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=24363&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=194184&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=190943&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=256029&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=381&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=404&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=1175&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=7281&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=450&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=561&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=26054&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=8432&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=1187&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=439&project=128378
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Rosa Flower Carpet White
White Flower Carpet Rose

Rosa 'Iceberg' White
Iceberg Floribunda Rose

Rosa KNOCK OUT Red
Double Red Knock Out® Rose

Rosa x 'Perfume Delight'
Perfume Delight Hybrid Tea Rose

Rosa ‘Life of the Party’
Life of the Party Rose

Salvia greggii
Autumn Sage

Salvia leucantha
Mexican Sage

Zantedeschia aethiopica
Calla Lily

https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=241038&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=189519&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=197019&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=3722&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=5957&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=234859&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=1480&project=128378
https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=198167&project=128378
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