
ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MINUTES 
APRIL 15, 2026 

 
In Attendance: Father Michael Fincher, Colleen Ahland, Carol Bernstein, Caryn Cobb, Fred 

Cornett, Beth Eldon, Holly Graham, Abby Koerkenmeier, Alice O’Keefe, Cheryl Rodi 
 
1. Call to Order 18:36 
 
2. Opening Prayer – Beth Eldon 
 
3. Approval of Minutes (3/18/26) Motion to approve/Second Alice/Cheryl; approved 
 
4. Follow-Up from Previous Meeting  

none 
 
5. Rector’s Report  

Additional activities included memorial service for Kathy Edwards, and Holy Week services. 
Diocesan Program Group on Ecumenical and Interreligious Life meeting, Renewal of 
Ordination Vows and Chrism Mass to bless oils for healing services.  
Joys: Holy Week and Easter Services – this year felt especially moving and meaningful. Last 
year Mother Sharon was here to share the workload.  
Pastoral concerns: Patrick is holding his own, and his daughter is hoping to find work and 
move here to be able to provide some care. Darlene is still in Alamitos West. Her home is in 
the process of being sold, which will provide some funds to move her to a more permanent 
care facility. Gloria Neal is in hospice and not wanting visitors.  
 

6. Old Business 
a. Church Air Conditioner – in progress. The engineer was on campus yesterday, and 

drawings requested by the City will cost roughly $500. It will take a few weeks to 
prepare drawings, which must then be submitted to the City. With luck City approval 
will go quickly, after which installation will proceed (late May?). We received our 
$50,000 from the diocesan trust (approved at March meeting). Currently ~$27-28,000 
in our HVAC fund. Father will put a request in bulletin (with link) and make 
announcements to encourage people to step up. The weekly email blast will also 
include an announcement with link for donations. Perhaps a flyer (with donation link) 
can be printed for parishioners to take home. Also, Father will contact the diocese to 
determine how to apply for supplemental funds for the project.  

b. Turf Conversion Proposal – Michelle hoped to get us a first draft of a plan by now, but 
she’s been swamped. We may have something by the end of the week. We can decide 
if we want to have a meeting to discuss it and determine next steps. As noted at last 
meeting, there will be no out-of-pocket expenses to us. The $8/ft2 rebate will cover 
the cost of the project. 
 

7. New Business – The sound system is becoming increasingly noisy with buzzing. Can we do 
something? We need a professional to come in and assess the system. Colleen will check with 
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a colleague in the Linguistics Department who does sound, and Father has received 
communication about another possible source. Look at sound for services in the church as 
well as the quality of our live-streaming. Colleen will ask her contact to make an appointment 
with Father to see and discuss our needs. Perhaps a better quality camera for the live-
streaming is also needed.  

 
8. Committee Reports 

a. Finance and Stewardship – Alice O’Keefe and Fr. Michael Fincher  
• March Financial Report = Current financial status solid. Move to approve 

March financial report/second: Holly/Carol; approved. 
• Audit information is being pulled together for the 2025 audit committee 

(Kimberly Bouzguenda, John Mora, and Tamera Benedict). Audit report due 
to the diocese in September. 

b. Buildings and Ground – Fred Cornett – Issues with new closure on Men’s Restroom. 
John replaced it again, working on adjustments, now seems okay. Water heater for 
kitchen installed yesterday! Water heater for restrooms on hold. Repair of vents in 
church in progress. Fred plans to remove carpet, install tile, and replace vents. There is 
a problem with apparent overwatering in landscape bed near cross. Should be 
resolved by turf replacement project.  

c. Outreach – Cheryl Rod – This month’s meeting was stuffing Easter eggs for the 
children’s hunt. April outreach is feminine hygiene products. Need sign and note in 
bulletin. Tamera in charge. For March sock drive, 278 brand new pairs and 26 gently 
used pairs were collected, mostly for men, but some for women. Will get bagged up 
before next Feed My Lambs. No new drive planned for May.  

d. Parish Life – Beth Eldon – Thanks to all who have been helping set up and clean up for 
various parish festivities! Lizz Spencer has distributed a letter to all parish groups 
requesting that they sign up for coffee hour duties one Sunday of their chosen month 
to give our kitchen crew a break.  

e. Ad Hoc Committee on the Unhoused – Beth Eldon – There will be a Town Hall meeting 
after the 10:15 service on Sunday, April 19. The committee will then meet and 
determine next steps.  

f. Gifts & Talents Survey – back on Father’s radar after the hectic several months he’s 
had.  

g. Parish Organizations – Supper Club was well attended last month. The April Supper 
Club is this coming Saturday, April 18. Freddie Ginder and Jane Stinson are hosting. 
Julie Robinson is monitoring. Members of the American Sewing Guild, which meets in 
the conference room the second Sunday of each month, are willing to repair linens or 
vestments as a service to us, their hosts. Music – File cabinets have been moved from 
choir room to room 2 to make more space for rehearsal.  

 
9. Closing Prayer – Beth Eldon 

 
10. Move to adjourn Fred/Colleen, approved. 19:58 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Eldon 
 

Next Meeting = May 20, 2026 
Prayers = Holly Graham 



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

RECTOR’S REPORT TO VESTRY  
APRIL 15, 2026 

 
Regular activities include preparing for and presiding at Thursday and Sunday worship services; 
preparing and preaching weekly sermons; administrative oversight of parish operations; 
counseling sessions; and pastoral visits. 
 
Significant activities and events since our March 18th Vestry meeting include: 
 

3/21  Memorial Service for Kathy Edwards 

  Supper Club 

3/22  Music at Four 

3/28  Program Group on Ecumenical and Interreligious Life meeting (Zoom) 

3/31  Renewal of Vows and Chrism Mass at St. John’s Cathedral 

4/2  Maundy Thursday Service 

4/3  Stations of the Cross 

  Reconciliation of a Penitent 

  Good Friday Service 

4/4  Holy Saturday Liturgy of the Word 

  Great Vigil of Easter 

4/11  Men’s Breakfast with St. Thomas of Canterbury 

4/12  Music at Four 

4/14  Deanery 8 Clericus at Christ Church, Redondo Beach 

 

Joys and Celebrations 

 Moving Holy Week and Easter services 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

 Patrick McDonough 

 Darlene Feit-Pretzer 

 Gloria Neal – hospice  

 

 

 

 



VACATION TIME – 2026 

    
Vacation Time Allocation    
Annual Allocation 18 5 23 

Carry-over from 2025 5 1 6 

Total Allowed 23 6 29 

    
Time Remaining  23 6 29 

    

 
 
   

 
   

CONTINUING EDUCATION TIME – 2026 

    
Date Range     Total Days 

    

    

Total Time Used   --  

Annual Allocation 10 

Time Remaining 0 
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