Christ the King
Sunday, November 21, 2021
10:15 AM
Also Live Streaming at
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/

Per Los Angeles County requirements, all persons over two years of age, regardless of
vaccination status, are required to wear masks inside the church.

PRELUDE
“Thanks Be to Thee”

Handel

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”

Bulletin Page 20

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA – S280
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
Lector

Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14

A Reading from Daniel

As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 93
1

The LORD is King;
he has put on splendid apparel; *
the LORD has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.

2

He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;

3

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.

4

The waters have lifted up, O LORD,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

5

Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.

6

Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O LORD,
for ever and for evermore.

SECOND READING
Lector

Revelation 1.4b-8

A Reading from Revelation

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by
his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(people stand)
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SEQUENCE HYMN

“All Praise to Thee”
Bulletin Page 22
(Congregation sings v. 1, the Gospel is read, then v. 5 is sung)

HOLY GOSPEL
Presider
People

John 18.33-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”
Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Michael K. Fincher

(Silence)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As the people of your hand and the people of your church, we approach you in deep humility
and deep gratitude. May we reflect your image in all that we are and all that we do.
We are in awe of your glory and majesty.
Amen. Glory to you, Lord God.
As people of many nations, we ask you to instill in our leaders, our courts, and fellow citizens
wisdom and integrity, that we may reflect your image in all that we are and all that we do.
We are in awe of your righteousness.
Amen. Glory to you, Lord God.
As people who are flawed and frail, we ask you for healing for each of us and those we love, for
those who face surgery, those who are consumed with endless worry and needless guilt, and
those who turn their backs on their brothers and sisters. We pray especially for those we
mention now, silently, aloud, or in the comment section.
(Pause)
We are in awe of your compassionate care and loving-kindness. Forgive us and heal us.
Amen. Glory to you, Lord God.
As people whose time is limited, we ask you to carry us at the end of our lives into your eternal
habitation, where we will behold your glory forever. We pray especially for those we mention
now, silently, aloud, or in the comment section.
(Pause)
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We are in awe of your promise of eternal glory with the saints in light and in your presence
forever.
Amen. Glory to you, Lord God.
Presider

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen

CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,  forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL BLESSINGS
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer: Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

7

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving”

David Leestma

PRESENTATION HYMN/DOXOLOGY

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this
Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world
in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
(A period of silence is kept after the Presider breaks the host)
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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FRACTION ANTHEM – S164

The Presider says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at this Altar. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Holy
Communion is only distributed in one kind: the Consecrated Bread, which will be distributed
from a single Communion Station at the foot of the chancel steps. The Ushers will release people
by row.
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Those who are participating in the live streamed service and therefore not able to receive
communion may wish to say the following prayer in recognition that the desire to receive
communion carries the same spiritual benefits of actually consuming the consecrated
elements.
Lord Jesus Christ, you have instituted for us a great sacrament in your promise of life and
love, which we remember now as we hear your words again: “This is my body; this is my
blood — given for you.” Feed us in our hearts with faith and trust, draw us closer to you
and to each other, and strengthen us for service to our neighbor. We come before you
now, with hearts you have fed all our lives with the promise that you have given yourself
for us. Keep us strong in that faith until we can meet at your table again. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body
and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and
bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“Jesus Shall Reign”

Bulletin Page 23

THE DISMISSAL
Presider
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

“Now Thank We All Our God” (Nun danket alle Gott)

Arr. Pretzer

If you wish to leave during the Postlude, please do so quietly,
out of respect for the Organist and out of courtesy for those staying to listen.

FLOWERS TODAY ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and by Dorothy Edwards
in loving memory of Paul Edwards

Please join us in Francis Hall for refreshments and fellowship
following the worship service
(Francis Hall is out the main church doors and to the left)

Texts of Sunday sermons are available on our parish website, at
http://stgregoryschurch.com/sermons-archive/

To make secure, online donations to St. Gregory’s, simply scan:
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP PROTOCOLS
Los Angeles County requires all persons over two years of age, regardless of vaccination status,
to wear masks at indoor events.

THIS WEEK AT ST. GREGORY’S
Tuesday, November 23
Centering Prayer at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Contact Fr. Michael for access information.

Wednesday, November 24
Thanksgiving Eve service at 7:00 PM at St. Thomas of Canterbury (5306 E. Arbor Rd.) and
live streamed on both the St. Thomas and St. Gregory’s Facebook pages.

Thursday, November 25
Due to the Thanksgiving Day holiday, there will be no service of Holy Eucharist or Bible
Study on Thursday

Daily Offices (Monday through Friday)
Daily Morning Prayer: Monday through Friday at 9:00 AM on the St. Thomas Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/Saint-Thomas-of-Canterbury-Episcopal-Church-of-Long-BeachCA-124554214274325/).
Daily Evening Prayer: Monday through Friday at 5:00 PM on the St. Gregory's Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/).
For the Daily Offices, you will need either a Book of Common Prayer or you can download
the Morning and Evening Prayer liturgies and the Psalms for the week from the St. Gregory’s
website (www.stgregoryschurch.com).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holiday Gift Cards: The Outreach Committee is thrilled to announce that, thanks to your
generosity, we were able to provide $8,415 worth of gift cards to the Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health. These cards will help families who would not otherwise be able
to, to provide Thanksgiving dinners and Christmas gifts for their families. St. Gregory's ROCKS!
Thank you for your generosity!
Lunch with the Bishop: We will be having our official Episcopal visitation on Sunday, December
12th. Bishop Brookhart, the retired Bishop of Montana, who is helping Bishop Taylor with
visitations, will be with us that day to dedicate the William T. Dalessi Memorial Chapel and to
perform a baptism. A Christmas-themed lunch will be served following the service, and we
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hope you can join us for lunch. (This is in lieu of our annual Christmas Dinner). Please stop by
the sign-up table outside the narthex and let us know you will be joining the celebration. We
are also looking for volunteers for help with set-up, serving and clean up. If you have any
questions, please Jane Alt (562-429-1425) or Kevin in the office (562-420-1311). Due to covid
restrictions, space is limited.
Q3 Community Update Infographic: We continue to worship, study and pray together welcoming friends both near and far; celebrating our community which transcends the confines
of the sanctuary walls. Through our generosity, parish operations and ministries remain
financially stable. And our collective donation of 30 filled backpacks, plus a box of supplies and
a check for $1400 to the Long Beach Rescue Mission Backpack Drive exemplifies our support of
neighbors in need, including outreach and feeding ministries, and essential activities conducted
on campus. The Q3 Community Update (included on page 19 of the bulletin) is our story of
strength and love as we continue to do God’s work in the world.
Holiday Craft and Bake Sale: St. Thomas of Canterbury is having a small craft/bake sale in front
of the church on Saturday, December 11, from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. They have extended an
invitation to all at St. Gregory’s to stop by and see what they have to offer. Also, the St.
Gregory's ECW and anyone else who has craft or baked goodies to sell are more than welcome
to come and set-up a table and sell their own items. Contact Mother Sharon for details at
stlb47@verizon.net.
Feed My Lambs and Food Bank: Our parish feeding programs need your help!
 Feed My Lambs has the following needs:
o Thank You!! Thank You! To everyone who donated the Bear Creek Broccoli
Cheddar soup mix. We have plenty to get us through this quarter and into
next!!!
o Announcing a NEW Outreach Opportunity! Each month we will designate a
clothing item that we would like donated for our friends down at St. Luke’s. We
will coordinate with them according to their needs. You can bring them to
church and put them in the Feed My Lambs Bin, or drop them off during the
collection days prior to when we serve at St. Luke’s. For December Wednesday,
December 1 from 10am to 12pm or on Thursday, December 2 from 11am to 12
noon, or on Friday, December 3 from 11am to 3pm.
o DECEMBER is JACKETS!!! Please bring any gently used or new jackets. Even ones
you might pick up in a Thrift Shop. Medium sized or larger any gender.
o Hardboiled Eggs: Please contact Tamera 562-301-6800, if you will be donating
eggs in December. We really need to have 200 donated at the most. They can
be dropped off Wednesday, December 1 from 10am to 12pm or on Friday,
December 3 from 11am to 3pm. If these times do not work, contact Tamera and
she will arrange a convenient time to meet you at the church.
o Homemade Cookies – Any homemade cookies can be brought to church on
Wednesday, December 1 from 10am to 12pm or on Thursday, December 2 at
11am so they can be sorted and bagged. If these times do not work, contact
Tamera and she will arrange a convenient time to meet you at the church.
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o Clothing and Comfort Items – Only men’s or women’s belts, shoes, and
underwear or bras at this time, please.
o Volunteers – We have plenty of volunteers at this time! Thanks for all your
support!!!
If you have questions about helping out with Feed My Lambs, contact Tamera Benedict
at (tlbenedict4@gmail.com, 562.301.6800).


Food Bank has the following needs:
o Donations of Food – We especially need canned corn, canned green vegetables,
pasta sauce, rice and ramen.
o Volunteers – We need volunteers to assist with the Food Bank distribution on
the first Wednesday of the month between 9:00 and 11:30 AM.
Please contact Bill Eldon (billeldon@gmail.com, 562.234.9920) for more information
about the Food Bank.

Your continued support of our feeding ministries, through product and monetary contributions,
is greatly appreciated!
Gratitude for Your Support of the Parish: We continue to be humbled and so incredibly
grateful for your generosity in supporting our parish and its ministries! While you may not be
able to drop your donation in a real offering plate, there are still ways you can make sure your
donation gets to the parish:
 You can mail your check to the parish office.
 Make donations through our online payment account, accessible through the parish
website at http://stgregoryschurch.com/4721-2/.
 Scan the QR code found in the Sunday bulletin.
And again, THANK YOU for your continued support!
Parish Directory: Our online parish directory is at https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/.
This is a secure site and can be accessed using the email address you had published in the
parish directory. You can also download the “Instant Church Directory” on your smart phone.
Versions are available for Android, iPhone, iPad, and Kindle.
Forward Day By Day: For those who use the Forward Day By Day booklet for personal
devotions, contact Kevin so he can know to send it to you while the office is closed. (562) 4201311 or info@stgregoryschurch.com.
In Case of Emergency . . . Notify Your Priest! In the event of a pastoral emergency (i.e., hospital
stay, illness, being homebound), please notify Fr. Michael or the Parish Office. You can call the
Parish Office at 562-420-1311. If no one answers, dial 302 for Fr. Michael’s extension and leave
a message on his voicemail. Or you can call Fr. Michael directly on his cell phone at 909-3736478. And PLEASE, no excuses about not wanting to bother me. That’s why I’m here – for YOU!
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PRAYER LIST
Lydia Gibbs, Ralph Wong, Suzan Laverty, Martin Nemitz, Ferdinand Gonzalez, Patrick McDonough,
Molly Dawes, Charles Malonson, Mike Laverty, Michael S., Kim White, Charlene Rice,
Ruth McClune, Robert Huff, Bob Gergen, Grace Stinson, Barbara Smuck, Anne Ruffner,
Mother Beryl, Ron Mitchell, Kathryn Courtney, Nika Sherbakova, David Smith, Eric Graham,
Walt Gupton, Linda Elliott, Gloria Neal, Scott Morgan, Barbara Graham, Helen Cleveland,
Peggy Mitchell, BC Deans, Lou Duacsek, Ruth McDonald-Boyd, Sheree Palma, Lance, Estavon,
Luis G., Christine Pretzer, Caiden Veysey, John Zantek, and Fran Luebben-Morgan
Note: Unless we are aware of on-going concerns, names only stay on the Parish Prayer List
for a month. If names need to be re-added, please notify the Parish Office.
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Community Update Q3 2021
Giving of our Treasure

Worshiping
Together
each Week

Eucharist
75

Prayer
Prayer
7
24

To operate our Parish

2021 Plan $284,800

YTD Actual*
$230,925

Income YTD

(*thru Sep2021)

Lots of Long Beach students went back to school
well-equipped to learn as a result of our generous
donation – 30 filled backpacks, a big box of
supplies and a check for $1400 – to the Long
Beach Rescue Mission.
Thank you!

Expense YTD

And more to Designated Funds

(**Sep2021 balance)

Our Ministries In Action
Impacting nearly 900 people in Q3 alone!
Outreach Programs
Food Bank, Backpack Drive
Partnerships
Feed My Lambs
Groups we host on campus
CPR Training, Life Screening

(Each figure represents 50 people impacted in Q3)
Questions or suggestions welcomed - contact any Vestry member

OPENING HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 450
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”
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Coronation

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with
license #A-736712. All rights reserved.
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SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 477
“All Praise to Thee”
(Congregation sings v. 1, the Gospel is read, then v. 5 is sung)
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Engelberg

CLOSING HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 544
“Jesus Shall Reign”

Duke Street
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WELCOME TO ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!
St. Gregory’s is a warm and caring community of families and singles, young and old, committed
to sharing the good news that Jesus is the Lord of all life. We are an Episcopal Church, having
members from all backgrounds and religious traditions, many of us had no church involvement
before coming here. We want to offer to you the same welcome and friendship that were
extended to us when we came to St. Gregory’s.

ST. GREGORY'S MISSION STATEMENT
God has called us into Christian community and gifted us for ministry:
To worship and glorify God
To transform faith into action
To share the love of Jesus Christ
The Right Reverend John Harvey Taylor
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles
The Reverend Michael K. Fincher, Rector
562-420-1311
rector@stgregoryschurch.com
David J. Feit-Pretzer, Director of Music
714-899-1902
Kevin Wood, Parish Administrator
562-420-1311
info@stgregoryschurch.com
Parish Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm, Monday – Friday
www.stgregoryschurch.com
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