Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
(Proper 23)

Sunday, October 10, 2021
10:15 AM

Also Live Streaming at
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/

PRELUDE
“Adoration Antiphon” arr. Fred Bock

THE WORD OF GOD

OPENING HYMN
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!” Bulletin Page 16

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider Blessed be God: "X Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be
given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
Lector A Reading from Amos

Seek the LorD and live,

or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
Therefore, because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
For | know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LoRrD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LoRrD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Amos 5.6-7, 10-15



PsaLm 90.12-17

12 So teach us to number our days *
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

13 Return, O LorD; how long will you tarry? *
be gracious to your servants.

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *
and the years in which we suffered adversity.

16 Show your servants your works *
and your splendor to their children.

17 May the graciousness of the LOrRD our God be upon us; *
prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.

SECOND READING Hebrews 4.12-16

Lector A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides
soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to
whom we must render an account.

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
(people stand)

SEQUENCE HYMN
“Be Thou My Vision” Bulletin Page 18
(Congregation sings vv. 1 & 2, the Gospel is read, then v. 3 is sung)



HoLy GOSPEL Mark 10.17-31

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder;
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall
not defraud; Honor your father and mother.”” He said to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these
since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many
possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.”

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly |
tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and
the last will be first.”

Presider The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Ruth Eller
(Silence)



NiceNE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, "=
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

That we may continually seek you and find you. That we may know, deep in our hearts, that we
are yours.

We lift our hearts and voices to you.

Hear us, good Lord.

That your grace may always precede and follow. That our lives may be signs of your kingdom,
and witnesses to your goodness.

We lift our hearts and voices to you.

Hear us, good Lord.

That there be peace in our hearts, in our churches, between neighbors and nations. May the
peace we seek begin with you and overflow beyond measure.

We lift our hearts and voices to you.

Hear us, good Lord.

We give thanks for your extravagant care of us; for your seeking after us, finding us, and
keeping us close. We pray that we may follow your model of loving-kindness with those whom
we live and work and worship. That your love for us may overflow into extravagant love for all
your children.

We lift our hearts and voices to you.

Hear us, good Lord.

We pray on behalf of those who are suffering with pain, who are paralyzed by fear, who are
listless and restless and tired. Relieve their misery, be with them in their distress. Bring them to
a new sense of hope and wholeness. We pray especially for those we mention now, silently,
aloud, or in the comment section.

(Pause)

We lift our hearts and voices to you.
Hear us, good Lord.

We rejoice with those who have entered the larger life, who now reside among the saints in
light. We pray for those who mourn and who experience a deep loss. We pray especially for
those we mention now, silently, aloud, or in the comment section.

(Pause)

We lift our hearts and voices to you.
Hear us, good Lord.

Presider O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen



CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, " forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

EVERY PERFECT GIFT

This week’s stewardship reflection on “The Gift of Sharing” is on page 23.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL BLESSINGS

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer: WWatch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



THE HoLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
“Never a Step Will You Walk Alone” Pepper Choplin
PRESENTATION HYMN/DOXOLOGY
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God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this
Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world
in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

11
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

(A period of silence is kept after the Presider breaks the host)

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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The Presider says the following invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at this Altar. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Holy
Communion is only distributed in one kind: the Consecrated Bread, which will be distributed
from a single Communion Station at the foot of the chancel steps. The Ushers will release people
by row.
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Those who are participating in the live streamed service and therefore not able to receive
communion may wish to say the following prayer in recognition that the desire to receive
communion carries the same spiritual benefits of actually consuming the consecrated
elements.

Lord Jesus Christ, you have instituted for us a great sacrament in your promise of life and
love, which we remember now as we hear your words again: “This is my body; this is my
blood — given for you.” Feed us in our hearts with faith and trust, draw us closer to you
and to each other, and strengthen us for service to our neighbor. We come before you
now, with hearts you have fed all our lives with the promise that you have given yourself
for us. Keep us strong in that faith until we can meet at your table again. Amen.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider Let us pray.

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body
and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and
bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God

almighty, " the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“0O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Bulletin Page 19

THE DISMISSAL

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE
“Exultate” Gawthrop

If you wish to leave during the Postlude, please do so quietly,
out of respect for the Organist and out of courtesy for those staying to listen.

We welcome the Rev. Ruth Eller, who is filling in for
Father Michael while he is away for Continuing Education!

FLOWERS TODAY ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Please join us in Francis Hall for refreshments and fellowship
following the worship service

(Francis Hall is out the main church doors and to the left)

Texts of Sunday sermons are available on our parish website, at
http://stgregoryschurch.com/sermons-archive/

To make secure, online donations to St. Gregory’s, simply scan:
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OPENING HYMN
Hymnal 1982, Hymn 460

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!” Hyfrydol
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SEQUENCE HYMN
Hymnal 1982, Hymn 488
“Be Thou My Vision” Slane
(Congregation sings vv. 1 & 2, the Gospel is read, then v. 3 is sung)
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CLOSING HYMN
Hymnal 1982, Hymn 680

“0O God, Our Help in Ages Past” St. Anne
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6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,

and our eternal home.

be thou our guide while life shall last,

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with
license #A-736712. All rights reserved.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP PROTOCOLS

Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases, Los Angeles County is requiring all persons attending
indoor events to wear masks, regardless of vaccination status.

THIS WEEK AT ST. GREGORY'’S
Tuesday, October 12

Centering Prayer at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Contact Fr. Michael for access information.

Thursday, October 14

Bible Study at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. You may also access via Zoom. Contact Fr.
Michael for access information.

Daily Offices (Monday through Friday)

Daily Morning Prayer: Monday through Friday at 9:00 AM on the St. Thomas Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/Saint-Thomas-of-Canterbury-Episcopal-Church-of-Long-Beach-
CA-124554214274325/).

Daily Evening Prayer: Monday through Friday at 5:00 PM on the St. Gregory's Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/).

For the Daily Offices, you will need either a Book of Common Prayer or you can download
the Morning and Evening Prayer liturgies and the Psalms for the week from the St. Gregory’s
website (www.stgregoryschurch.com).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Holiday Gift Card Drive: It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! We are blessed with the
honor of assisting families from the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health to
provide food, clothing, and gifts during the holiday season. By donating gift cards, the families
we serve are empowered to shop for themselves. This year we have fine-tuned our shopping
locations to better meet their needs. Please purchase gift cards from Target, Walmart, Food for
Less, Albertsons, and Smart & Final in denominations of $25, $50, and $100. The cards may be
sent to the church or placed in the collection plate. You may also make donations through the
church website. Thank you for your generosity!

Veterans Book Drive: St. Thomas of Canterbury is inviting us to participate in the Second
Annual St. Thomas Veterans Day Book Drive, in partnership with “Heinlein for Heroes” (H4H).
The Heinlein Society puts science fiction and fantasy books in the hands of active military
personnel and veterans in VA hospitals. Service people on deployment have very limited
baggage and can’t take many books along, and VA hospitals always need fresh books for their
libraries. Last year H4H shipped 4,900 books to veterans and service personnel around the
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world. Let’s help them exceed that number this year. Please bring new and gently-used science
fiction and fantasy books to church or to the parish office between now and November 10, and
we will get them over to St. Thomas. Thank you for your generosity!

Feed My Lambs and Food Bank: Our parish feeding programs need your help!
e Feed My Lambs has the following needs:

o SOUP!!! Bear Creek Broccoli Cheddar is their favorite. We are almost out.
Please bring to church on Sundays or have it delivered to Tamera’s house. Her
information is listed in the online directory.

o Hardboiled Eggs: Please contact Tamera 562-301-6800, if you will be donating
eggs in November, we really need to have 200 donated at the most. They can
be dropped off Wednesday, November 3 from 10am to 12pm or on Friday,
November 5 from 11am to 3pm. If these times do not work, contact Tamera and
she will arrange a convenient time to meet you at the church.

o Homemade Cookies — Any homemade cookies can be brought to church on
Wednesday, November 3 from 10am to 12pm or on Thursday, November 4 at
11am so they can be sorted and bagged. If these times do not work, contact
Tamera and she will arrange a convenient time to meet you at the church.

o Clothing and Comfort Items — Only men’s or women’s belts, shoes, and
underwear or bras at this time, please.

o Volunteers — We have plenty of volunteers at this time! Thanks for all your
support!!!

If you have questions about helping out with Feed My Lambs, contact Tamera Benedict
at (tlbenedict4d@gmail.com, 562.301.6800).

e Food Bank has the following needs:
o Donations of Food — We especially need canned corn, canned green vegetables,
pasta sauce, rice and ramen.
o Volunteers — We need volunteers to assist with the Food Bank distribution on
the first Wednesday of the month between 9:00 and 11:30 AM.
Please contact Bill Eldon (billeldon@gmail.com, 562.234.9920) for more information
about the Food Bank.

Your continued support of our feeding ministries, through product and monetary contributions,
is greatly appreciated!

Gratitude for Your Support of the Parish: We continue to be humbled and so incredibly
grateful for your generosity in supporting our parish and its ministries! While you may not be
able to drop your donation in a real offering plate, there are still ways you can make sure your
donation gets to the parish:

e You can mail your check to the parish office.

e Make donations through our online payment account, accessible through the parish

website at http://stgregoryschurch.com/4721-2/.

e Scan the QR code found in the Sunday bulletin.

And again, THANK YOU for your continued support!
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Parish Directory: Our online parish directory is at https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/.
This is a secure site and can be accessed using the email address you had published in the
parish directory. You can also download the “Instant Church Directory” on your smart phone.
Versions are available for Android, iPhone, iPad, and Kindle.

One Body & One Spirit Emergency Appeal: The Diocese has established an emergency fund to
assist congregations, diocesan institutions, and their employees, who have been affected by the
COVID-19 shutdowns. We are encouraged to prayerfully consider making a donation to help
others in need, if we have the capacity to do so. More information is available at
https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 emergency-appeal/.

Forward Day By Day: For those who use the Forward Day By Day booklet for personal
devotions, contact Kevin so he can know to send it to you while the office is closed. (562) 420-
1311 or info@stgregoryschurch.com.

In Case of Emergency . . . Notify Your Priest! In the event of a pastoral emergency (i.e., hospital
stay, illness, being homebound), please notify Fr. Michael or the Parish Office. You can call the
Parish Office at 562-420-1311. If no one answers, dial 302 for Fr. Michael’s extension and leave
a message on his voicemail. Or you can call Fr. Michael directly on his cell phone at 909-373-
6478. And PLEASE, no excuses about not wanting to bother me. That’s why I’'m here — for YOU!

PRAYER LIST

Lydia Gibbs, Ralph Wong, Suzan Laverty, Martin Nemitz, Ferdinand Gonzalez, Patrick McDonough,
Molly Dawes, Charles Malonson, Mike Laverty, Michael S., Kim White, Charlene Rice,

Ruth McClune, Robert Huff, Bob Gergen, Grace Stinson, Barbara Smuck, Anne Ruffner,
Mother Beryl, Ron Mitchell, Kathryn Courtney, Nika Sherbakova, David Smith, Eric Graham,
Walt Gupton, Linda Elliott, Gloria Neal, Scott Morgan, Barbara Graham, Lynn Hedges,
James Trears, Jr., Helen Cleveland, Peggy Mitchell, BC Deans, and Lou Duacsek

Note: Unless we are aware of on-going concerns, names only stay on the Parish Prayer List
for a month. If names need to be re-added, please notify the Parish Office.
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very Perfect Gift & :

The Gift of Sharing

Jesus looking at him and loved him - Mark 10:17-31

Some years ago there was a Cracker Jacks commercial. In it a
grandfather is enjoying a box of the popcorn snack. He hears his
grandson enter the house and hurriedly hides the box. He asks his
grandson, “What did you learn in school today?” The grandson responds
with an expectant look on his face, “sharing”. Grandpa who is not quite
ready to share his snack then asks,”Did you play any games at school
today?” The grandson repeats “sharing”. Grandpa reluctantly shares the
box with grandson who then pours some into his own hand and turns
to leave until Grandpa asks “sharing?” and extends his hand. Grandson
happily shares.

When | was a child, this was just one example of what it looks like to consider the needs of others and
our response to them. No matter where we lived, our home was a haven of rest or refuge for those
with varying degrees of need. It could have been giving food to Miss Florene to assist her in feeding
her family; or serving as a temporary home for Miss Alice’s children when their parents were engaged
in domestic abuse situations; or caring for newborn twins experiencing narcotics withdrawal due to

a mom who struggled with addiction. It could have been providing our living room as a guest room
for someone in need. Or it could have been ensuring there was always a place at our table for the
unexpected guest. How often do we look at another and love them?

The love of God comes to us in various and sundry ways. When we look at our neighbors, family

and friends through eyes of compassion and love and act with a spirit of gratitude and generosity,

we recognize with God all things are possible. When we acknowledge the personhood of the other,
particularly those who society would deem the least or the last person one would offer a place at one’s
table, then that person becomes the first to receive an invitation. We experience God’s love most fully
when we are able to give of ourselves for the good of others. | @y

The Rev. Debra Bennett is rector of Our Saviour, Akron, Ohio and serves on the TENS Board of Directors.

TENS
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ST. GREGORY'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

6201 E. WILLOW STREET, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90815
562-420-1311 WWW.STGREGORYSCHURCH.COM

WELCOME TO ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!

St. Gregory’s is a warm and caring community of families and singles, young and old, committed
to sharing the good news that Jesus is the Lord of all life. We are an Episcopal Church, having
members from all backgrounds and religious traditions, many of us had no church involvement
before coming here. We want to offer to you the same welcome and friendship that were
extended to us when we came to St. Gregory’s.

ST. GREGORY'S MISSION STATEMENT

God has called us into Christian community and gifted us for ministry:
To worship and glorify God
To transform faith into action
To share the love of Jesus Christ

The Right Reverend John Harvey Taylor
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles

The Reverend Michael K. Fincher, Rector
562-420-1311
rector@stgregoryschurch.com

David J. Feit-Pretzer, Director of Music
714-899-1902

Kevin Wood, Parish Administrator
562-420-1311
info@stgregoryschurch.com

Parish Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm, Monday — Friday
www.stgregoryschurch.com
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