Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
(Proper 19)

Sunday, September 12, 2021
10:15 AM
Also Live Streaming at
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/

PRELUDE

“O Master Let Me Walk With Thee”

arr. Gordon Young

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN

“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken”
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OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA – S280
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
Lector

Isaiah 50.4-9a

A Reading from Isaiah

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens-wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

3

PSALM 116.1-8
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life."
Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.
The LORD watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the LORD has treated you well.
For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the LORD *
in the land of the living.

SECOND READING
Lector

James 3.1-12

A Reading from the Letter of James

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the
tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(people stand)

SEQUENCE HYMN
“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”
Bulletin Page 18
(Congregation sings vv. 1 & 2, the Gospel is read, then v. 4 is sung)

HOLY GOSPEL
Presider
People

Mark 8.27-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Michael K. Fincher

(Silence)
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Compassionate God, you bid us to remember this day as an act of faith in your sustaining power
to bring love, justice, and mercy amid the changes and chances of this life. Be with us as we
pray for this world that you love saying: Reconciling God, strengthen us
To go into the world in peace.
Let us pray for this nation, for Joseph our president and Kamala our vice-president, for the
members of Congress and the Supreme Court, and for all others in authority, that they may
have the wisdom to meet the lasting changes brought by the events of September 11, 2001.
Grant them the courage to lead and guide us as a people confident in our freedom, that we
may live courageously, without fear or prejudice. Reconciling God, strengthen us
To go into the world in peace.
Let us pray for all the leaders of the world, that they may be led to ways of justice and mercy,
laying aside ancient bitterness and current resentment, for the welfare of the people they
govern today, for the honor of those who have gone before, and for the sake of those yet to be
born. Reconciling God, strengthen us
To go into the world in peace.
Let us pray for all who are dying and all who have died, that they may rest in peace. Let not
their lives pass vainly before us, but shine forth a new light which overcomes the darkness of
our complacency, and illumine for us the compassion to which we are called. Reconciling God,
strengthen us
To go into the world in peace.
O God, You have called us to peace, for You are peace itself. May we have the vision to see that
each of us, in some measure, can help to realize these aims:
Where there is ignorance and superstition,
Let there be enlightenment and knowledge.
Where there is prejudice and hatred,
Let there be acceptance and love.
Where there is fear and suspicion,
Let there be confidence and trust.
Where there is tyranny and oppression,
Let there be freedom and justice.
Where there is poverty and disease,
Let there be prosperity and health.
Where there is strife and discord,
Let there be harmony and peace.
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Presider

Eternal God of all peoples and races, you made us in your image: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us, unite us in bonds of love;
and work through our struggle and confusion so that the day will come when all
humanity will recognize that it is one family, and serve you in harmony and peace.
Amen.

(Prayers of the People prepared by the Washington National Cathedral)

CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you,  forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL BLESSINGS
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer: Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
“Here I Am Lord”

Dan Schutte

PRESENTATION HYMN/DOXOLOGY

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this
Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world
in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
(A period of silence is kept after the Presider breaks the host)
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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FRACTION ANTHEM – S164

The Presider says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at this Altar. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Holy
Communion is only distributed in one kind: the Consecrated Bread, which will be distributed
from a single Communion Station at the foot of the chancel steps. The Ushers will release people
by row.
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Those who are participating in the live streamed service and therefore not able to receive
communion may wish to say the following prayer in recognition that the desire to receive
communion carries the same spiritual benefits of actually consuming the consecrated
elements.
Lord Jesus Christ, you have instituted for us a great sacrament in your promise of life and
love, which we remember now as we hear your words again: “This is my body; this is my
blood — given for you.” Feed us in our hearts with faith and trust, draw us closer to you
and to each other, and strengthen us for service to our neighbor. We come before you
now, with hearts you have fed all our lives with the promise that you have given yourself
for us. Keep us strong in that faith until we can meet at your table again. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body
and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and
bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“The Church’s One Foundation”
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THE DISMISSAL
Presider
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

“Praise to the Lord”

arr. Gordon Young

If you wish to leave during the Postlude, please do so quietly,
out of respect for the Organist and out of courtesy for those staying to listen.

FLOWERS TODAY ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Please join us in Francis Hall for refreshments and fellowship
following the worship service
(Francis Hall is out the main church doors and to the left)

Texts of Sunday sermons are available on our parish website, at
http://stgregoryschurch.com/sermons-archive/

To make secure, online donations to St. Gregory’s, simply scan:

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with
license #A-736712. All rights reserved.
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OPENING HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 522
“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken”
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Austria
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SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 675
“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”
(Congregation sings vv. 1 & 2, the Gospel is read, then v. 4 is sung)
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Bourbon

CLOSING HYMN

Hymnal 1982, Hymn 525
“The Church’s One Foundation”

Aurelia
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP PROTOCOLS
Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases, Los Angeles County is requiring all persons attending
indoor events to wear masks, regardless of vaccination status.

THIS WEEK AT ST. GREGORY’S
Tuesday, September 14
Centering Prayer at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Contact Fr. Michael for access information.

Thursday, September 16
Bible Study at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. You may also access via Zoom. Contact Fr.
Michael for access information.

Daily Offices (Monday through Friday)
Daily Morning Prayer: Monday through Friday at 9:00 AM on the St. Thomas Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/Saint-Thomas-of-Canterbury-Episcopal-Church-of-Long-BeachCA-124554214274325/).
Daily Evening Prayer: Monday through Friday at 5:00 PM on the St. Gregory's Facebook
page (https://facebook.com/stgregoryslongbeach/).
For the Daily Offices, you will need either a Book of Common Prayer or you can download
the Morning and Evening Prayer liturgies and the Psalms for the week from the St. Gregory’s
website (www.stgregoryschurch.com).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Feed My Lambs and Food Bank: Our parish feeding programs need your help!
 Feed My Lambs has the following needs:
o SOUP!!! Bear Creek Broccoli Cheddar is their favorite. We are almost out.
Please bring to church on Sundays or have it delivered to Tamera’s house. Her
information is listed in the online directory.
o Hardboiled Eggs: Please contact Tamera 562-301-6800, if you will be donating
eggs in October, we really need to have 200 donated at the most. They can be
dropped off Wednesday, September 29 from 10am to 12pm or on Friday,
October 1 from 11am to 3pm. If these times do not work, contact Tamera and
she will arrange a convenient time to meet you at the church.
o Homemade Cookies – PLEASE NO COOKIES FOR OCTOBER. We have some prepacked cookies that are expiring and need to be used.
o Clothing and Comfort Items – Only men’s or women’s belts, shoes, and
underwear or bras at this time, please.
o
Volunteers – We have plenty of volunteers at this time! Thanks for all your
support!!!
 Food Bank has the following needs:
o Donations of Food – We especially need canned corn, canned green vegetables,
pasta sauce, rice and ramen.
o Volunteers – We need volunteers to assist with the Food Bank distribution on
the first Wednesday of the month between 9:00 and 11:30 AM.
If you have questions about helping out with Feed My Lambs, contact Tamera Benedict
at (tlbenedict4@gmail.com, 562.301.6800).


Food Bank has the following needs:
o Donations of Food – We especially need canned corn, canned green vegetables,
pasta sauce, rice and ramen.
o Volunteers – We need volunteers to assist with the Food Bank distribution on
the first Wednesday of the month between 9:00 and 11:30 AM.
Please contact Bill Eldon (billeldon@gmail.com, 562.234.9920) for more information
about the Food Bank.

Your continued support of our feeding ministries, through product and monetary contributions,
is greatly appreciated!
Gratitude for Your Support of the Parish: We continue to be humbled and so incredibly
grateful for your generosity in supporting our parish and its ministries! While you may not be
able to drop your donation in a real offering plate, there are still ways you can make sure your
donation gets to the parish:
 You can mail your check to the parish office.
 Make donations through our online payment account, accessible through the parish
website at http://stgregoryschurch.com/4721-2/.
 Scan the QR code found in the Sunday bulletin.
And again, THANK YOU for your continued support!
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Parish Directory: Our online parish directory is at https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/.
This is a secure site and can be accessed using the email address you had published in the
parish directory. You can also download the “Instant Church Directory” on your smart phone.
Versions are available for Android, iPhone, iPad, and Kindle.
One Body & One Spirit Emergency Appeal: The Diocese has established an emergency fund to
assist congregations, diocesan institutions, and their employees, who have been affected by the
COVID-19 shutdowns. We are encouraged to prayerfully consider making a donation to help
others in need, if we have the capacity to do so. More information is available at
https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19_emergency-appeal/.
Forward Day By Day: For those who use the Forward Day By Day booklet for personal
devotions, contact Kevin so he can know to send it to you while the office is closed. (562) 4201311 or info@stgregoryschurch.com.
In Case of Emergency . . . Notify Your Priest! In the event of a pastoral emergency (i.e., hospital
stay, illness, being homebound), please notify Fr. Michael or the Parish Office. You can call the
Parish Office at 562-420-1311. If no one answers, dial 302 for Fr. Michael’s extension and leave
a message on his voicemail. Or you can call Fr. Michael directly on his cell phone at 909-3736478. And PLEASE, no excuses about not wanting to bother me. That’s why I’m here – for YOU!

PRAYER LIST
Lydia Gibbs, Ralph Wong, Suzan Laverty, Martin Nemitz, Ferdinand Gonzalez, Patrick McDonough,
Darlene Feit-Pretzer, Molly Dawes, Charles Malonson, Mike Laverty, Michael S., Kim White,
Debbie Fields, Charlene Rice, Ruth McClune, Robert Huff, Bob Gergen, Larry Curry, Grace Stinson,
Barbara Smuck, Anne Ruffner, Mother Beryl, Ron Mitchell, Kathryn Courtney, Nika Sherbakova,
David Smith, Eric Graham, Marguerite Fincher, Walt Gupton, Linda Elliott, Gloria Neal, Scott
Morgan, Barbara Graham, Lynn Hedges, James Trears, Jr., Helen Cleveland, and Peggy Mitchell
Note: Unless we are aware of on-going concerns, names only stay on the Parish Prayer List
for a month. If names need to be re-added, please notify the Parish Office.
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WELCOME TO ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!
St. Gregory’s is a warm and caring community of families and singles, young and old, committed
to sharing the good news that Jesus is the Lord of all life. We are an Episcopal Church, having
members from all backgrounds and religious traditions, many of us had no church involvement
before coming here. We want to offer to you the same welcome and friendship that were
extended to us when we came to St. Gregory’s.

ST. GREGORY'S MISSION STATEMENT
God has called us into Christian community and gifted us for ministry:
To worship and glorify God
To transform faith into action
To share the love of Jesus Christ
The Right Reverend John Harvey Taylor
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles
The Reverend Michael K. Fincher, Rector
562-420-1311
rector@stgregoryschurch.com
David J. Feit-Pretzer, Director of Music
714-899-1902
Kevin Wood, Parish Administrator
562-420-1311
info@stgregoryschurch.com
Parish Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm, Monday – Friday
www.stgregoryschurch.com
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